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Hello Fellow Chapter Members! It is time for the
Treasurer’s message which I am pleased to provide as
we have been very good on the financial front. There are
several reasons for such a good report and as most of us
can guess this is mainly due to the ongoing
pandemic. Since the beginning of the pandemic back in
March of 2020, the Chapter expenditures pretty much went to zero which has
been excellent for our bank account balance. Over this timeframe, we can
share that our chapter account has grown significantly from about $40,000 to
$48,000 through the end of September 2021 reporting. However, we are seeing
things start to pick back up as we start back up with in-person meetings, as well
as supporting local professional development series.
A few of the recent highlights of the chapter include an amazing tour of the
Flintco construction site downtown, where we provided lunch for all who
attended. It was our first in-person meeting since the onset of the pandemic.
Another highlight was the successful joint meeting with the Texas Hill Country
Local Section AIHA with guest speaker Joann Natarajan, OSHA Compliance
Assistance Specialist, reviewing the annual OSHA update. The chapter also
continued sponsorship with our student chapters through our annual
scholarships: $1,000 scholarships to both Andy Chui of Texas A&M and Lee
Bates of Texas State Technical College (TSTC).
Another reason for our strong financial foothold is the continued support of our
local chapter through membership dues. Our high membership numbers
continue to provide our chapter with the resources needed to ensure we provide
our members with the best opportunities for continuing education and
networking. I want to end this message with a huge thank you to all the
members out there that continue to support this chapter, making us better with
each passing year while placing us in a strong financial position to continue to
grow our network of safety professionals in central Texas.
Thank you.
Jason Allgood
Treasurer CTC ASSP
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Our New Board Members 2021-2022

Justin Bielss
Webmaster

David Bollinger
Delegate

Ryan Todd
Social Chair/
Social Media

Georgette Reeves
Events Chair/
Government Affairs

Lisa Miller
Student Leadership
Chair

Open

Open

Membership
Chair

Board
Volunteer

Lauren Hermane
Delegate

Central Texas Chapter ASSP Positions Open
The Central Texas Chapter ASSP is a non-profit organization that runs on volunteerism! Without
volunteers, a passion for safety and the desire to create an organization we can all be proud of, our local
chapter would not exist. We would not be able to provide you with the opportunities and access to
continuing education, professional development, and networking activities on a local level. We need YOU
to volunteer!
Each role carries different responsibilities and time commitments. While we understand that some of you
have many hats to juggle, we know that some of you may be seeking an opportunity to contribute to the
safety professional – and your professional development – in another, more meaningful way! Reach out to
us: secretary@centraltexas.assp.org

Safety Trivia Time!
What is the leading cause of home fires and injuries in the
United States?
A. Heating
B. Cooking
C. Electrical
D. None of the Above
Check out next month’s issue for the answer!
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Student Highlight
Austin J. Akin
MPH Candidate
Texas A&M
$1000 Scholarship
Recipient
Howdy! My name is Austin Akin. I am a secondyear graduate student pursuing a Masters in
public health (MPH) degree in Occupational
Safety & Health at Texas A&M. Since April 2020,
I have served as Secretary of my university’s
ASSP student chapter. I feel this position (and the
organization as a whole) has provided ample
opportunities for my professional development. I
look forward to implementing this expanded
capacity for health protection upon graduation, as
I will fulfill the role of Safety Engineer with
Mortenson's Solar and Emerging Renewables
Group.

Monthly Safety Tip
We are all safety professionals here, but we don’t
all know everything! Find out if you know what the
food safety pros know.

Safe Food Handling for the Holidays
Keep your holidays happy by handling food safely.
The foodsafety.gov website from the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services
provides some valuable holiday food safety tips:
• Wash your hands frequently when handling food
• Keep raw meat away from fresh produce
• Use separate cutting boards, plate and utensils
for uncooked and cooked meats to avoid crosscontamination
• Use a food thermometer to make sure meat is
cooked to a safe temperature
• Refrigerate hot or cold leftover food within two
hours of being served
• When storing turkey, cut the leftovers in small
pieces so they will chill quickly
• Thanksgiving leftovers are safe for three to four
days when properly refrigerated
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Professional Development
Conference Planning 2022
The Board will begin planning for the annual
Central Texas Chapter ASSP Professional
Development Conference (PDC) for 2022. To help
us plan an outstanding event that will hopefully
exceed your expectations, please take two
minutes to complete this Voice of the Member
survey. The responses in this survey will directly
impact PDC Committee Planning, so please make
your voice heard!

CLICK
TO
VOTE

Monthly Meeting Planning
2022
Continuing with the planning theme, the Board will
also begin planning for monthly meetings for
2022. We know that the COVID-19 pandemic has
really changed how we all show up to work and
interact, but for several of you, you or your
employers are open to returning to in-person
meetings. Austin (Travis County) is currently at
Risk Level Stage 3. Help us understand where
you stand on in-person meetings moving forward
so we can plan monthly meetings that bring the
most membership value through education and
networking. Please take one minute to complete
this Voice of the Member survey. The responses
in this survey will directly impact monthly meeting
planning, so please make your voice heard!

Watch this holiday food safety video for more
information.
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